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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 December 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The declaration filed on 1 6 December 2004 under 37 CFR 1.131 is sufficient to 
overcome the Pecone reference. New rejections are made below based on new grounds. 
Accordingly, this Office action is non- final 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 29 through 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wachel 
(US Patent 6,795,933). 

4. Regarding Claim 29, Wachel discloses a method using a fail-over mechanism for 
network cards (i.e., transferring telecommunications transmissions) comprising: using a PCI bus 
connector (Fig. 2; column 2, lines 22-23) to establish a connection between a transition card (Fig. 
1, reference 106; column 2, lines 12-16) that corresponds to the rear I/O card claimed and a 
backup main card (Fig. 4, reference 350; column 3, lines 7-13) that corresponds to the second 
front card claimed upon receiving an OE signal (column 3, line 66 through column 4, line 4) that 
corresponds to failure indication claimed. Wachel further discloses the transition card (i.e., rear 
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I/O card) connected to a primary main card (i.e., first front card) through connector pins (column 
2, lines 45-48) when the OE signal is in its other state (i.e., no failure indication is received). 

5. Regarding Claim 30, Wachel discloses a method using a fail-over mechanism for 
network cards (i.e., transferring telecommunications transmissions) comprising: using a PCI bus 
midplane (i.e., backplane traces associated with a PCI bus) (Fig. 2; column 2, lines 22-23) to 
establish a connection between a transition card (Fig. 1, reference 106; column 2, lines 12-16) 
that corresponds to the rear I/O card claimed and a backup main card (Fig. 4, reference 350; 
column 3, lines 7-13) upon receiving an OE signal (column 3, line 66 through column 4, line 4) 
that corresponds to failure indication claimed. Wachel further discloses the transition card (i.e., 
rear I/O card) connected to a primary main card (i.e., first front card) through connector pins 
(i.e., via a through connection) (column 2, lines 45-48) when the OE signal is in its other state 
(i.e., no failure indication is received). 

6. Regarding Claim 3 1 , Wachel discloses a method using a fail-over mechanism for 
network cards (i.e., transferring telecommunications transmissions) comprising: using a PCI bus 
midplane (i.e., allocating a portion of a PCI bus) (Fig. 2; column 2, lines 22-23) to establish a 
connection (i.e., for communication) between a transition card (Fig. 1, reference 106; column 2, 
lines 12-16) that corresponds to the rear I/O card claimed and a backup main card (Fig. 4, 
reference 350; column 3, lines 7-13) upon receiving an OE signal (column 3, line 66 through 
column 4, line 4) that corresponds to failure indication claimed. Wachel further discloses the 
transition card (i.e., rear I/O card) connected to a primary main card (i.e., first front card) through 
connector pins (i.e., via a through connection) (column 2, lines 45-48) when the OE signal is in 
its other state (i.e., no failure indication is received). 
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7. Regarding Claim 32, Wachel discloses a device using a fail-over mechanism for network 
cards (i.e., transferring telecommunications transmissions) with a transition card (Fig. 1, 
reference 106; column 2, lines 12-16) that corresponds to the rear card claimed comprising: a 
flip-flop (Fig. 5; column 3, line 60 through column 4, line 4) that corresponds to the isolation 
relay claimed adapted to establish a connection (i.e., route incoming signals) between a transition 
card (Fig. 1, reference 106; column 2, lines 12-16) that corresponds to the rear card claimed and 
a backup main card (Fig. 4, reference 350; column 3, lines 7-13)using a PCI bus midplane (i.e., 
through a portion of a PCI bus) (Fig. 2; column 2, lines 22-23) to upon receiving an OE signal 
(column 3, line 66 through column 4, line 4) that corresponds to failure indication claimed. 
Wachel further discloses the transition card (i.e., rear I/O card) connected to a primary main card 
(i.e., first front card) through connector pins (i.e., via a through connection) (column 2, lines 45- 
48) when the OE signal is in its other state (i.e., no failure indication is received). 

8. Regarding Claim 33, Wachel discloses a device using a fail-over mechanism for network 
cards (i.e., transferring telecommunications transmissions) comprising: a flip-flop (Fig. 5; 
column 3, line 60 through column 4, line 4) that corresponds to the control circuit claimed 
which, upon receiving an OFFLINE signal that corresponds to the indication signal claimed and 
is associated with a primary main card that corresponds to the first front card claimed currently 
connected through connector pins (i.e., via a through connection) (column 2, lines 45-48) when 
the OFFLINE signal is in its inactive state (i.e., no failure indication is received) (column 3, line 
66 through column 4, line 4) is adapted to establish a connection (i.e., redirect communications) 
from a transition card (Fig. 1, reference 106; column 2, lines 12-16) that corresponds to the rear 
card claimed to a backup main card that corresponds to the second front card claimed (Fig. 4, 
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reference 350; column 3, lines 7-13) using a PCI bus midplane (i.e., through a portion of a PCI 
bus) (Fig. 2; column 2, lines 22-23). 

9. Regarding Claim 34, Wachel further discloses using the PCI bus to communicate 
between the network cards (i.e., the indication is received over a portion of the PCI bus) (column 
4, lines 32-35). 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 29 through 34 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Swerdlow whose telephone number is 57 1 -272-753 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday between 7:30 AM and 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh H. Tran can be reached on 571-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Daniel Swerdlow 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2644 
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22 March 2005 



